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Major Acquisitions & Changes in Booming Dietary
Supplement Industry: Do You Know Who is Behind Your
Vitamins?
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The vitamin industry is booming, and major players in gene-editing, nanotech, and biotech
are eyeing a piece of the action, while several key acquisitions of dietary supplement
companies have taken place.  The global dietary supplements market is projected to
increase from $71.81 billion in 2021 to $128.64 billion in 2028, with an expected compound
annual growth rate of 8.68% within that timeframe.  The vitamin industry saw massive growth
since the Covid bioweapon was unleashed on the world, with a 26.9% increase in 2020
alone.  Meanwhile, mega-corporations like Nestle have made major moves in the vitamin
industry, such as the acquisitions of Atrium Innovations, The Bountiful Company and
Puravida, just to name a few.

https://www.coreysdigs.com/health-science/major-acquisitions-changes-in-booming-dietary-supplement-industry-do-you-know-who-is-behind-your-vitamins/
https://www.fortunebusinessinsights.com/dietary-supplements-market-102082
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Source: Fortune Business Insights

The supplement industry is not only growing, but it is also evolving.  A new generation of
performance enhancing, anti-aging and longevity ‘supplements’ have come on the market,
such as FitBiomics.  FitBiomics is behind Nella – a genomics-based “next generation”
probiotic to enhance performance in athletes.  The FitBiomics team states that, “among
the athletes who use Nella are two US 2020 Tokyo Olympic medalists: Adeline Gray won
silver in wrestling and Krysta Palmer won bronze in diving. In 2021 Nella was also named the
official probiotic of St. John’s University, and in 2022 the San Francisco Marathon partnered
with FitBiomics.”  George Church, who co-founded FitBiomics, is known as “the founding
father of genomics,” and is a serial entrepreneur in dozens of gene editing, gene therapy,
and biotech companies.

As the dietary supplements industry rapidly progresses, it is important to know who owns
your vitamins.  NIH hosts a Dietary Supplement Label Database where you can search for
any supplement and review the label breakdown.  The following list outlines several popular
supplement companies, their countries of origin, and in some cases, which companies
acquired them.

Company: Atrium Innovations

Country: Canada

Founded: 1999

Acquired By: Nestle Health Science

Acquired Date: 2018

Company: Arizona Nutritional Supplements

Country:  United States

https://www.fortunebusinessinsights.com/dietary-supplements-market-102082
https://wyss.harvard.edu/technology/athlete-derived-probiotics/
https://fitbiomics.com/blogs/our-story/about-us
https://dsld.od.nih.gov/
https://www.nutraingredients-usa.com/Article/2017/12/05/Nestle-buys-Atrium-for-2.3-billion
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Founded: 1996

Acquired By: Endeavour Capital

Acquired Date: 2013

Note: Arizona Nutritional Supplements is a contract and private label manufacturer of
vitamins and supplements.

Company: Best Formulations

Country: United States

Founded: 1984

Acquired By: Sirio Pharma Acquired Date: 2023

Company: Biotics Research

Country: United States

Founded: 1971

Note: Family-owned company

Company: BYHEALTH International

Country: China

Founded: 1995

Company: Country Life

Country: United States

Founded: 1971

Joint Venture Agreement With: Kikkoman, partly owned by Master Trust Bank of Japan,
Japan Trustee Services Bank & Oriental Land Company Joint Venture Agreement Date:
2005

Company: Doctor’s Best

Country: United States

Founded: 1990

https://mergr.com/endeavour-capital-acquires-arizona-nutritional-supplements
https://www.spglobal.com/marketintelligence/en/news-insights/latest-news-headlines/private-equity-backed-arizona-nutritional-supplements-receives-loan-61307021
https://www.nutritionaloutlook.com/view/sirio-pharma-completes-best-formulations-acquisition
https://www.bioticsresearch.com/our-story
https://www.foodingredientsfirst.com/news/country-life-vitamins-announces-jv-agreement-with-kikkoman.html
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Acquired By: sold to North Castle Partners in 2014, acquired by Xiamen Kingdomway Group
Co, China

Acquired Date: 2016

Company: FitBiomics

Country: United States

Founded: 2019

Note:  founded by George Church, often called the “founding father of genomics,” and
Jonathan Scheiman. They are making Nella – a genomics-based probiotic to enhance
performance in athletes.

Company: Gaia

Country: United States

Founded: 1987

Acquired By: merger with SALUS Haus, Germany Acquired Date: 2021

Company: Garden of Life

Subsidiary Of: Atrium Innovations, Canada

Country: United States

Founded: 2000

Acquired By: Parent company Atrium Innovations acquired by Nestle Health Science
Acquired Date: 2018

Company: GNC

Country: United States

Founded: 1935

Acquired By: Thomas H Lee Investment group, 1989, then sold to Harbin Pharmaceutical
Holding Group Co. LLC, China

Acquired Date: 2021

Company: GSK

Country: United Kingdom

https://www.nutraingredients-usa.com/Article/2016/06/16/Doctor-s-Best-sold-to-Chinese-company-extending-trend-in-industry
https://wyss.harvard.edu/technology/athlete-derived-probiotics/
https://www.businesswire.com/news/home/20210302005217/en/Gaia-Herbs-Announces-Partnership-with-German-Natural-Products-Company-SALUS-Haus
https://www.naturalproductsglobal.com/health-and-nutrition/health-and-nutritionsupplements-and-remedies/nestle-buys-garden-life-owner-atrium-innovations-2-3bn/
https://hbw.pharmaintelligence.informa.com/RS152324/GNC-Continues-Product-Lineup-Changes-Under-Harbin-Pharmaceutical-Ownership
https://hbw.pharmaintelligence.informa.com/RS152324/GNC-Continues-Product-Lineup-Changes-Under-Harbin-Pharmaceutical-Ownership
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Founded: GlaxoSmithKline Pharmaceuticals Ltd founded in 1924
Note: Here is an A-Z list of GSK brands

Company: Kirkland (Costco)

Country: United States

Founded: 1995

Note:  Kirkland products are manufactured by their partners. Each supplement sold under
the Kirkland name may have a different manufacturer.  Kirkland labeled bottles have a
vitamin information hotline to call for more information.  Kirkland supplements are made in
the United States with ingredients that may be sourced from other countries.

Company: Klean Athlete

Subsidiary Of: Douglas Laboratories, Canada

Country: United States

Founded: 2012

Acquired By: Parent company Douglas Laboratories acquired by Atrium Innovations in 2005,
which was acquired by Nestle Health Science

Acquired Date: 2018

Company: Life Extension

Country: United States

Founded: 1980

Note: The Life Extension Buyer’s Club is associated with the Life Extension Foundation,
which changed its name in 2018 to Biomedical Research & Longevity Society.

Company: Matsun Nutrition

Country: United States

Founded: 1992

Note: Matsun Nutrition offers a Private Label Supplement Program for clients to start private
label vitamin and supplement companies. Matsun Nutrition provides manufacturing of the
vitamins and supplements.

Company: MegaFood

https://www.gsk.com/media/2508/gsk-consumer-healthcare-brands-portfolio.pdf
https://allamerican.org/investigation/kirkland-vitamins/
https://www.nutraingredients-usa.com/Article/2012/09/27/Douglas-Labs-launches-Klean-Athlete-sports-line
https://www.nutraingredients-usa.com/Article/2012/09/27/Douglas-Labs-launches-Klean-Athlete-sports-line
https://mergr.com/atrium-innovations-acquires-hvl
https://mergr.com/atrium-innovations-acquires-hvl
https://www.nutraingredients-usa.com/Article/2017/12/05/Nestle-buys-Atrium-for-2.3-billion
http://search.sunbiz.org/Inquiry/CorporationSearch/ConvertTiffToPDF?storagePath=COR%5C2018%5C0213%5C07973654.Tif&documentNumber=738382
https://www.matsunnutrition.com/
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Subsidiary Of: FoodState, United States

Country: United States

Founded: 1973

Acquired By: Parent company FoodState acquired by Pharmavite, a subsidiary of Otsuka
Pharmaceutical Co., Ltd, Japan

Acquired Date: 2014

Company: Metagenics

Subsidiary Of: Alticor, Inc., United States

Country: United States

Founded: 1983

Acquired By: Gryphon Investors

Acquired Date: 2021

Company: Nature Made

Subsidiary Of: Pharmavite, United States

Country: United States

Founded: 1971

Acquired By: Parent company Pharmavite acquired by Otsuka Pharmaceutical Co. Ltd,
Japan

Acquired Date: 1989

Country: Nature’s Bounty

Subsidiary Of: The Bountiful Company, United States

Country: United States

Founded: 1971

Acquired By: Parent company The Bountiful Company acquired by Nestle Health Science

Acquired Date: 2021

https://www.otsuka.co.jp/en/company/newsreleases/2014/20141218_1.html
https://www.gryphon-inv.com/news-article/gryphon-investors-announces-acquisition-of-metagenics/
https://www.otsuka.co.jp/en/company/newsreleases/2021/20210721_2.html
https://www.nestle.com/media/pressreleases/allpressreleases/nestle-completes-acquisition-bountiful-company-brands
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Company: New Chapter

Country: United States

Founded: 1982

Acquired By: Procter & Gamble

Acquired Date: 2012

Note: In 2018 the founders of New Chapter left the brand citing “’financial pressures to
accelerate profits’ meant they could no longer in good conscience continue to associate
themselves with the brand.”

Company: Nordic Naturals

Subsidiary Of: Nordic Pharma, UK, which is a subsidiary of Nordic Group, France

Country: Headquarters in United States, Manufacturing by Nordic Pharma in Norway

Founded: 1995

Company: NOW

Country: United States

Founded: 1968

Note: Privately owned by the Richard Family

Company: Nutranext

Country: United States

Founded: 1986

Acquired By: The Clorox Company (subsidiary of P&G)

Acquired Date: 2018

Company: Nutrisystem

Country: United States

Founded: 1972

Acquired By: Kainos Capital in 2020, then merged with Adaptive Health in 2021 under new
parent company, Wellful, Inc. in 2021

https://www.naturalproductsinsider.com/herbs-botanicals/pg-purchases-new-chapter
https://www.nutraingredients-usa.com/Article/2018/07/12/New-Chapter-founders-leave-brand-saying-Procter-Gamble-s-profit-pressure-threatens-to-undermine-mission
https://www.nordicpharma.com/about-nordic-pharma/
https://www.nordicpharma.com/about-nordic-pharma/
https://www.prnewswire.com/news-releases/clorox-announces-agreement-to-acquire-nutranext-a-leader-in-dietary-supplements-300612031.html
https://kainoscapital.com/news/kainos-capital-completes-acquisition-of-nutrisystem-for-575-million/
https://www.businesswire.com/news/home/20220912005326/en/Introducing-Wellful-Inc.-%20Nutrisystem-and-Adaptive-Health-Announce-New-Parent-Company-Name
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Acquired Date: 2020

Company: OLLY Nutrition

Country: United States

Founded: 2013

Acquired By: Unilever

Acquired Date: 2019

Company: Pentavite

Country: Australia

Founded: 1940

Acquired By: Roche in 1991, Bayer in 2004, then sold to BYHEALTH, China

Acquired Date: 2018

Company: Puravida

Country: Brazil

Founded: 2015

Acquired By: Nestle Health Science

Acquired Date: 2022

Company: Pure Encapsulations

Subsidiary Of: Atrium Innovations, Canada

Country: United States

Founded: 1991

Acquired By: Parent company Atrium Innovations acquired by Nestle Health Science

Acquired Date: 2018

Company: ReNew Life

Country: United States

Founded: 1997

https://www.unilever.com/news/press-and-media/press-releases/2019/unilever-completes-acquisition-of-olly-nutrition/
https://uschinahpa.org/2018/06/chinas-by-health-supplement-company-buys-penta-vite/
https://www.nestlehealthscience.com/newsroom/press-releases/nhs-agrees-to-acquire-puravida
https://ndnr.com/naturopathic-news/nestle-buys-pure-encapsulations-and-genestra/
https://ndnr.com/naturopathic-news/nestle-buys-pure-encapsulations-and-genestra/
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Acquired By: Swander Pace Capital and Triangle Capital in 2008, then acquired by The
Clorox Company (subsidiary of P&G)

Acquired Date: 2016

Company: Ritual

Country: United States

Founded: 2016

Partnered With: Whole Foods

Partner Date: 2022

Company: Royal DSM

Country: Netherlands

Founded: 1902

Note: DSM has subsidiaries and equity interests in hundreds of companies all over the world,
ranging from biotech companies to nutritional product companies. 

Company: Schiff Nutrition

Country: United States

Founded: 1936

Acquired By: Reckitt Benckiser with operations in over 60 countries, and headquarters in the
UK, Singapore, Dubai and Amsterdam

Acquired Date: 2012

Company: Seeking Health

Brand Of: Healthy Goods

Country: United States

Founded: 2011

Note: Seeking Health was a product line within Healthy Goods, then launched as a separate
online company in 2011.  While Healthy Goods was sold in 2012, Seeking Health remained
under original ownership.

Company: Solaray, Inc.

https://mergr.com/swander-pace-capital-acquires-renew-life-formulas
https://www.nutraceuticalbusinessreview.com/news/article_page/Clorox_announces_acquisition_of_Renew_Life_in_fast-growing_digestive_health_category/117850
https://www.fastcompany.com/90791669/ritual-supplements-went-big-on-instagram-now-theyre-coming-to-whole-foods-shelves
https://www.fastcompany.com/90791669/ritual-supplements-went-big-on-instagram-now-theyre-coming-to-whole-foods-shelves
https://www.dsm.com/content/dam/dsm/corporate/en_US/documents/koninklijke-dsm-nv-equity-interests-2021.pdf
https://www.prnewswire.com/news-releases/reckitt-benckiser-signs-merger-agreement-to-acquire-schiff-nutrition-180415981.html
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Country: United States

Founded: 1973

Acquired By: Nutraceutical International Corp in 1993, then acquired by HGGC private equity
firm

Acquired Date: 2017

Company: Source Naturals

Country: United States

Founded: 1982

Owned By: Threshold Enterprises, Ltd., a manufacturer and distributer of over 450 brands

Company: Standard Process

Country: United States

Founded: 1929

Partnership Agreement With: Integria Healthcare, Australia

Partnership Agreement Renewal Date: 2020

Note: Family-owned company

Company: Swanson Health Products

Country: United States

Founded: 1969

Acquired By: Swander Pace Capital

Acquired Date: 2016

Company: The Better Health Co. (TBHC)

Country: New Zealand

Founded: 2008

Acquired By: CDH Investments, China in 2016, then acquired by Nestle Health Science

Acquired Date: 2022

https://www.prnewswire.com/news-releases/hggc-completes-acquisition-of-nutraceutical-international-corporation-300508394.html
https://www.thresholdenterprises.com/publications/controlled/101962/
https://www.businesswire.com/news/home/20201029005008/en/Standard-Process-and-Integria-Healthcare-Sign-10-Year-Extended-Partnership-Agreement
https://www.swansonvitamins.com/help/company-information/company-information-faqs/about-swanson.html
https://www.just-food.com/news/nestle-buys-nz-supplements-to-honey-supplier-the-better-health-company/
https://www.just-food.com/news/nestle-buys-nz-supplements-to-honey-supplier-the-better-health-company/
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Company: The Clorox Company

Country: United States

Founded: 1913

Acquired By: Procter & Gamble

Acquired Date: 1957

Company: Thorne

Country: United States

Founded: 1984

Merged With: Onegevity under new parent company Thorne HealthTech in 2021, whose
largest shareholders are Kirin Holdings Co. Ltd, Mitsui & Co., Ltd (a Berkshire Hathaway
Co.) and Helsinn Holding S.A.

Note: Onegevity is a “health intelligence company” that leverages artificial intelligence and
machine learning for healthcare applications.

Company: Vital Proteins

Country: United States

Founded: 2013

Acquired By: Nestle Health Science

Acquired Date: 2020

Company: Zarbee’s, Inc.

Country: United States

Founded: 2008

Acquired By: Johnson & Johnson

Acquired Date: 2018
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https://www.thecloroxcompany.com/company/our-story/timeline/
https://www.prnewswire.com/news-releases/thorne-merges-with-onegevity-announces-new-parent-company-thorne-healthtech-301235650.html
https://www.prnewswire.com/news-releases/thorne-merges-with-onegevity-announces-new-parent-company-thorne-healthtech-301235650.html
https://www.foodbusinessnews.net/articles/20738-nestle-finalizes-acquisition-of-vital-proteins
https://www.jnj.com/johnson-johnson-consumer-inc-announces-agreement-to-acquire-zarbees-inc-a-leader-in-naturally-based-healthcare-products
https://www.coreysdigs.com/support/
https://www.coreysdigs.com/subscribe-to-coreys-digs/

